Juvenile delinquency is also known as teenage crime. It is like any crime that human beings commit but these crimes differ because they are committed by young people. Before coming of age girls and boys have less understanding of the world. Parents, friends and teachers are all responsible along with the juvenile who commit a crime. This is why courts do not punish the teenagers like they punish the adults when they commit a crime. There are special separate juvenile courts. The purpose of juvenile punishment is to help the teenager to understand the importance of staying away from crimes.

There are various theories of juvenile delinquency and various researchers that report different reasons of delinquency.
The level of youth criminality in Ukraine is high: each year, approximately 22,000 young people under the age of 18 come into conflict with the law. 

More than 8,000 youth across the country are sentenced under the Criminal Code of Ukraine each year and more than 1400 youth are currently incarcerated in youth colonies. Many of these young people already have previous convictions.

History of Youth Justice in Ukraine

Ukraine has an own history of understanding that youth have different needs than adults. In 1897, when Ukraine was under the Russian Empire, a law was adopted "On amendments to the forms and customs of legal proceedings regarding criminal cases involving under aged children and minors as well as legal provisions on their punishability”. Further, specialized courts for youth who broke the law, called "Children’s Courts”, operated in several cities of Ukraine, such as Kyiv, Kharkiv, Katerynoslav (Dnipropetrovsk), Mykolayiv and Odessa, prior to the October Revolution in 1917. In such Children’s Courts, a judge was usually appointed from the community and in addition to being tasked with conducting court proceedings for juveniles, the judge also had judicial control over the institutions which delivered social services for juveniles. "Children’s courts” were essentially local initiatives, regulated by local legislative acts, created under the decision of the local government and financed from local budgets. 

In January 1918, the Soviet government introduced a child welfare law which moved away entirely from formal court proceedings for minors. Instead, youth who broke the law were dealt with solely by specialized extrajudicial bodies called "Commissions for Juvenile Affairs”. These Commissions were comprised of a judge as well as a pedagogue and a physician and the commission considered personal and social factors of the youth (such as social neglect, physical condition and personality) in determining the youth’s case. Interestingly, under no circumstances could the Commission commit juveniles to a penitentiary institution; rather, young offenders could be treated only along "medical-pedagogical” lines.

In 1935, the age of criminal responsibility for juveniles was lowered to 12 years by Resolution of the Central Executive Committee and People’s Commissariat Councils of the USSR. At the same time, the special procedure for juvenile cases was cancelled and the Commissions for Juvenile Affairs were dissolved. Juvenile delinquents were no longer regarded differently, on account of their age or as victims of difficult social conditions; criminal responsibility for young offenders was the same as for adults and any of the types of sentences envisaged under criminal law also applied to young offenders.

There was a return to a focus on the consideration of other factors concerning youth in 1971, when the Criminal-Procedural Code of Soviet Ukraine was supplemented with the provision on special proceedings of juvenile cases. This provision demanded that agencies dealing with youth during the pre-court and court procedure investigate the health and physical condition of a juvenile, his personal characteristics, living situation, as well as any other circumstances that might affect education of a juvenile and the existence of adult instigators who might be involved with promoting the youth’s involvement in criminal activity. If the court determined that young person would not pose the risk to public security, the court had the option to close the case and apply obligatory educational measures on the juvenile.

Since 1992, the issue of creation of specialized courts for juveniles has been widely discussed and was included in the concept paper on judicial reform. In 1995, the parliament adopted a law entitled "On bodies and services for minors cases and special institutions for minors” which foresaw the establishment of the judicial educators in courts to provide control over the disposition of juvenile cases. However, this was not put into practice and in 2007, the above mentioned provision was excluded from the law.

Since 2000, Ukraine has made several steps toward implementation of its international commitments and adopted several laws on childhood protection, social work with children and youth and prevention of domestic violence. With regard to youth in conflict with the law, the Government of Ukraine has made many efforts to improve child protection in Ukraine and resolve problems of at-risk youth, including:
· Concept on the Development of a Criminal Justice for Minors;

· Guidance for Judges regarding Juvenile Cases;
· National Action Plan on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (2008 to 2016).
In addition, a number of steps have been taken in certain regions in recent years, primarily by civil society organizations committed to restorative justice, to find ways to divert youth from the conventional justice system. Many of these organizations, often with the support of international donors and organizations are taking initiatives in the field of youth crime prevention, restorative justice practices, probation service development and penitentiary reforms.

Justice for Minors in Ukraine

Justice for Minors is a legal response to youth criminality that is comprised of laws, policies, procedures, institutions and treatments designed specifically for youth who break the law.

In the legal sense, under Ukrainian legislation, young people have limited legal capacity until they reach the age of majority. For example, young people cannot vote until the age of 18, nor can they be employed until they reach the age of 16 because we know that young people need to reach a certain level of development before they take on responsibility for voting or employment.  

 The same principle applies to youth who break the law. In Ukraine, the current age for full criminal responsibility is 16. Young people also are responsible for administrative offences from the age of 14. In some serious cases specifically proscribed by law, a young person can be held criminal liable before they reach the age of criminal responsibility, such as in the case of murder.

 Even though the young person may be held criminally and administratively liable for their actions, Ukrainian legislation recognizes that young offenders are not adults and therefore, deals with them in a special manner that is most appropriate for their age and level of development.
Generally, for the juveniles convicted of a crime the court may apply the following basic types of sentences: 
1) fine; 
2) public works; 
3) remedial work; 
4) arrest; 
5) imprisonment for a fixed term.

The limits of confinement for a specified period of a young person are significantly lower than those ones appointed for an adult. As a general rule the highest limit may not exceed ten years.
The punishment of imprisonment is appointed for a young person:
1) for repeated minor offense - a term not exceeding two years;
2) for the crime of of moderate severity - a term not exceeding four years;
3) for a serious crime - a term not exceeding seven years;
4) for a particularly serious crime - a term not exceeding ten years;
5) for a particularly serious crime, combined with the deliberate deprivation of a person's life - for up to fifteen years.
 While approaches in the justice system for minors aim to ensure that young people are held accountable for their actions, they also strive to give young people another chance, by emphasizing rehabilitation, rather than just punishment. The reason for this is not just for the good of the young person, who should have a second chance simply because of his/her age, but also for the good of society. Young people need to be given an opportunity and the tools to become citizens who contribute to society, rather than pose a danger to their communities through further criminal activity.

Causes of Youth Crime and Possible Solutions
1) Family:

Family is the basic socialization agency for the children. Children learn basic concepts about good and bad from their family, they make their values and set the norms of society. Family can make or break the personality of the children. In family the most important role is played by the parents and siblings. Most of the adolescents who show delinquent behavior in any form belong to families that could not give firm foundation to the children. Broken families, single parent families, separated families, frequent parents fight, lack of trust and confidence among the parents, criminal parents or psychological problems in parents can be the most important reason behind juvenile delinquency. The other reason can be siblings rivalry or unequal treatment between children. Parents and elder siblings have the responsibility to mold the personality of the children. When parents or siblings do not show moral behavior or they commit crime children or younger siblings also get motivation to do something bad.

· Economic problems in family

Often the cause of juvenile delinquency is economic problems in family. Youth belonging to poor economical status easily get involved in criminal activities. They want to improve their status and for this purpose they use negative path, in this regard often people do not support teenagers who belong to poor status and they go for criminal activities.

· Psychological problems in family

Psychological problems in parents or siblings can also be a risk factor of juvenile delinquency. Mental illnesses or other psychological problems like depression, frustration, aggression or hyper behavior showed by the parents can make the child feel deprived and inferior among friends. Sometimes children adopt depression and anger from parents or elder siblings.

· Social problems in family

In many families parents or elder siblings are involved in various social problems. There can be various problems like gender discrimination, age discrimination, racial discrimination or violation of animal rights. Children and youth learn what                    they see in their family, in many rich families parents do not feel shame in child labor and children could not understand that child labor is against society and against morality. Social problems cause stress and due to stress teens get involved in voilence.

· Moral problems in family

Morality is the most important concen among teens today. Teens should know how to respect family and other people. They should give the due respect to everyone they know and meet. Some parents do not take care of their elders, and it is a known fact that such children who see their parents disrespecting their elders, their children never respect their parents and elder siblings.

· Parenting style

Parenting style also matters and many researchers say that it is one of the biggest reason why teens commit crime. Parents are some time very harsh and they punish their children for small issues. Children start disrespecting their parents and they become voilent.

Solution:

The family should have a positive attitude towards life and towards society. Parents and elder siblings should show the children positive values, norms and standards of society in this way the children will be able to show the right behavior to the society. Family is the role model of every child and a model behavior by the parents and siblings can give motivation to the child to behave positively. Government should support families that have poor economic status so that they can improve their financial condition. Parents should also teach children the importance of respecting laws of society. Parents should tell their children the consequences of breaking laws that government has made for public safety and betterment. Parents should make sure that they observe equality of rights, justice and condemn discrimination.

2) Personal Reasons:

Sometimes parents or family has nothing to do with the delinquent behavior of the juvenile, neither does the teachers or neighborhood have to do with the delinquent behavior of the teenager. There are sometimes personal reasons responsible for the delinquent behavior. Sometimes the adolescent faces hardship in life due to some psychological or physical problem that he is going through. A physical handicap will go through many problems in life as the society does not accept a person who does not have similar capacities and abilities that a normal person has. Society is often cruel towards a handicap and this unequal and unjust attitude of the society develops negative feelings in the person. The negative feelings make the person commit crime even if he belongs to a good family. This is a very common reason for commiting crime in adolescence. Those adolescents who are suffering from some psychological or physical problem want to take revenge from society, friends, family or peer group.
In modern society racial differences are also a very strong reason behind juvenile delinquency. Racial diffferences can cause several big crimes by the adolescents as adolescents become aggressive and they want to take revenge from the society for the unequal treatment that the society shows to them. Drug use is also a very common cause of juvenile delinquency. Those juveniles who use drugs usually get involved in criminal activities as most of their friends belong to criminal class.
· Social concerns

Teenage boys and girls go through several social problems when they are not well socialized human beings. Some teens are very harsh and rude to talk and they cannot control their anger or aggression as it is in their nature. Most of the gender biased boys talk to the opposite sex like they are slaves and they do not respect them. Their violence and aggression make them commit crimes that other boys will never do.

· Psychological concerns

Psychological and mental concerns are also important when talking about juvenile delinquency. Mental disability is another big cause of juvenile delinquency. Mentally ill boys or girls can commit any crime without knowing the consequences of it. Statistics show that mental illnesses are one of the biggest reason behind juvenile delinquency in America and other developed countries.

· Drug use

Drug use has become widespread among teenage boys and girls. Drugs use is prohibited by laws in many societies. Drug use in youth can be dangerous as they can commit violent crimes when they take drugs.

· Physical concerns

Physical disabilities can also cause juvenile delinquency. Juveniles that are physically or mentally handicap usually want to take revenge from other people for their complexes. They want to achieve success in life using negative means.

Solution:

Parents can take the responsibility of fighting against any odd that their children have in their personality. Children especially teenage children have not reached the age of maturity where they know the difference between good and bad. Their parents do know what’s good and what’s not and they should keep an eye on their children. They should know about the friends of their children and their other mates. In case of any disability parents and teachers should talk to the teens about their problems and they should try to solve their problems. From early childhood parents should ensure that their children meet people of their age and know how to behave in the society.

3) Group influence:

Peer group is a very strong force that can cause delinquent behavior in the adolescent. When friends commit crime adolescents often learn to do it and they cannot understand the consequences of the crime. Peer group rejection can aslo be the cause of juvenile delinquency. Adolescents can aslo show delinquent behavior when they cannot get similar resources as their friends have. Parents should ensure that their children are hanging out with friends who belong to their class as this will prevent adolescent jealousy which can cause several crimes in adolescents. Parents should also see that their children are going out with good friends that belong to respectable families. They should not become part of any gang.

· Gangs and clicques
Youth can easily become part of a gang or clicque during their age they think it appropriate to be powerful and to be part of a large group. Often strong groups and gangs are ones that are indulged in negative actions. Peer group influence can be positive and it can be negative.

· Abusive behavior

Abusive behavior is the first step towards commiting crimes. When teens become part of a clicque that is abusive and that does not know how to behave the teen also get involved in negative means.

· Peer group rejection

Sometimes youth do not get acceptance in any group as they do not have a strong personality and due to peer group rejection they commit crimes.

Solution:

Peer group influence is very strong on teens and parents should see the friends of their children. They should create a healthy and friendly relationship with their children. In this way children feel free to share anything and everyhting with their parents.

4) Society:

Society itself sometimes become very negative and create difficulties for the youth. Society is a strong force in developing perosnality of the teens. Developing negative feelings from society can become a reason behind juvenile delinquency.

· Labeling

Labeling can destroy the personality of the youth and make the teen a criminal forever. Labeling means that society labels a teen criminal once he commits a crime, though this is his first time but due to the tagging he will percieve himself a criminal. He will repeat similar crime or other crimes in future. He will no longer feel any embarrasement in commiting crimes.

